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Case Markers: A Structural Analysis of Changes in Meaning and Text
Abdullah Anbar”
ABSTRACT

This research rejects Hassan’s approach of functional meaning, which is based on only the sound level
because it separates case marking from meaning. This rejection is due to the nature of relationship between
case marking and the language system. Therefore, case marking is connected with the semantic level. This
research rejects the approach that views case as necessity for pronunciation in connected speech, and states
that these markers have structural significance relating to meaning. The semantic value of these markers
varies according to the type of structure in which they occur. The findings of Chomsky’s studies in the
relationship between syntax and semantics are in agreement with those of Al-Jurjani’s studies of the semantic
changes resulting from change in word order. Al-Jurjani went beyond the well-formness of syntactic
structures to investigate the rhetorical functions that these structures may have in context. Syntax was found to
serve two functions:

1- It shows that case markers are related to the well-formness of linguistic structures.
2- Functional grammar reveals the rhetorical functions that result from change in word order.

The research also found that case marking can be ignored since it can be replaced by word order. But it
does not reduce the role of case markers, because there are certain structures in which case markers play an
essential role.
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